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COMFORT DOG MINISTRY 

                   Thoughts from Marti Matz and Katherine Wolfe 
 

 Mission trips are a unique opportunity to serve others. Triton’s          
deployment (mission trip) was the first time we were able to share the mercy,                 
compassion, presence and proclamation of Jesus to those suffering                 
beyond our community. While we never want to be called to go on                 
deployment, it is essential for us to go when called so we can share the love 
of Christ.  
 

 The command we give Triton when we are ready to move is “with 
me.” It was a constant reminder that we were never alone in this mission. “I 
will fear no evil, for though You art with me, thy rod and thy staff they comfort 
me.” (Psalm 23:4) Often, the needs of the people of El Paso were simple: a 
touch, a hug, a prayer, just our presence with Triton in a hurting community. 
Triton’s presence spoke words we could never say. As we had the opportunity to pray with those 
who were hurting, God sent words when appropriate and the gift of touch…ours and  Triton’s…
when words would not come. For “the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groans too deep for 
words.” (Romans 8:26b) Without Triton, we would have never been able to gain access to so many 
who were in need. Thank you, God, for creating dogs and giving us Triton to love and care for, so 
we can work beside him in service to your people. 

 

 Many of the civil servants we encountered had a story to tell. Petting on Triton helped relieve the stress they felt as 
they told about the difficulties they were having with the memories of dealing with frantic calls for help and people wanting 
news of missing loved ones. What a privilege it was to serve with Triton while ministering to those whose job it is to serve and 
give of themselves to their community. Triton reminds us of this with his verse, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45) 
 

 At times there were tears. At the city-wide memorial, a young lady was hurting from the loss of a friend and began  
sobbing when a hug was offered. More tears were shed when she saw Triton and wanted to know, “Why did this happen?” 
While we may never have answers, when her tears stopped, a smiled emerged as she loved on him.    
   

 And yes, there were smiles. Lots and lots of smiles whenever people saw or interacted with the dogs. There were 
smiles that brightened little girl’s faces while a dad told of how he and other fathers managed to protect their daughters while 
running for their lives. What a joy it was to see a group of traumatized girls get to spend some time just laughing and playing 
with Triton and the other comfort dogs, and just be kids. One of the commands we give Triton for his “paycheck” when his work 
is done is “go play”. What a wonderful gift play is! 
 

 Everywhere we went we heard the words of thanks, “Thank you for being here, thank you for caring about us, thank 
you for praying with us, thank you for what you are doing, etc.” Our response was always, “We are the ones blessed when we 
see smiles on your faces.” We are so thankful to have been a part of helping El Paso heal. We may have been the ones to go, 
but without the support and prayers from our Messiah family, none of this would have been possible. We want to thank            
Lutheran Church Charities for training the dogs and preparing us spiritually for this mission, the parishioners at Messiah for 
supporting and praying for us; and most especially to all of the members of our Messiah Comfort Dog. Thanks for all your hard 
work and dedication to Triton. “I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 
joy  because of your partnership in the Gospel from the first day until now.” (Philippians 1:3-4) 
 

          We are thankful to have been able to answer the call to serve with Triton. While we pray another deployment will not 
come, we know we live in a sinful fallen world, evil is out there and the possibility of another event exists. So, if that call comes, 
“Here I am Lord, send me.” To God be the glory for Triton and this unique ministry. 

CONTINUED NEWS FROM THE EL PASO DEPLOYMENT  



 

2 

To learn more about the Lutheran Church Charities Comfort Dog ministry, 
go to:  

 

https://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/k-9-ministries1.html  
or their Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/k9comfort  

  

 Triton’s Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/TritonComfortDog 

Triton’s Instagram page: https://www.instagram.com/lcck9triton/ 

Triton Visit Requests - Please submit all requests 
via Triton's email address: triton@k9comfort.org 
(found on back of Triton's Card) or directly 
to :messiahk9comfort@gmail.com. Our Top Dog,  
Carolyn Nussman, reviews all incoming requests to 
determine Triton's availability. Having all requests 
come in through one source will help to track all          
requests and ensure a timely response. Any             
questions, please call the church at  972-398-

7500. We appreciate your cooperation to ensure 
your request is received! 

 

Dear Messiah              
Lutheran, We at Zion        
Lutheran Church             
extend our deepest 
thanks to your              
congregation for the 
gift of God’s work 
through your Comfort 
Dog ministry.  We 
are grateful that we 

could host these beautiful animals and handlers, 
and witness another form of God’s peace and 
healing at work.   
  In Christ’s love, Zion Congregation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sister in Christ, 
Words cannot express how truly grateful we are for your 
ministry in offering comfort through the Lutheran Church 
Charities K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry. So many voiced the 
same thing over and over as the teams went from place to 
place, “We needed this so much.” 
 

The love Triton gave helped your amazing outreach team 
of Marti and Katherine to share God’s love through words 
of comfort, understanding, and prayer. To see them          
interacting with my El Paso family-holding their hand, loving 
on them, crying with them, and praying over them showed 
me the unconditional love of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

On behalf of YLM who gave me the opportunity to work and 
coordinate with Richard Martin and Janice Marut, I want to 
say once again “thank you” for taking God’s love in the form 
of a beautiful Golden Retriever and faithful believers out 
into a hurting world.   
 

In Christ’s Love for All, 
Luz M. Soto 

Communications Specialist 
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