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Lesson 50: John

37 Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in
him, 38 so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
"Lord, who has believed what he heard from us,

and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?"
' a. "they still did not believe in Him," — the last ditch efforts of Jesus to turn the

hearts of the Jewish religious leaders to faith in Him — had failed. The prophet
Isaiah had experienced the same rejection of God's Word in the Old Testament!

b. "to whom the arm of the Lord has been revealed?" — God had revealed
Himself to those He loved, through His promises and deliverance. Yet the
children of Israel persistently turned to the false gods of the pagan cultures of
Baal, the Egyptian gods, and the gods of Babylon and the Persians.

39 Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said,

40 "He has blinded their eyes
and hardened their heart,

lest they see with their eyes,
and understand with their heart, and turn,
and I would heal them."

41 Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him.
a. "Therefore they could not believe." — Isaiah concluded that those who had

rejected God were incapable of belief — so much had they hardened their hearts
against God. This indicates the power of free will; that people can literally see
and benefit from God's workings, but refuse to believe and instead turn to other
gods.

a. Romans 1:18-23. For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their
unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God
is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible
attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly
perceived, ever since the creation of the in the things that have
been made. So they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God,
they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became
futile in their thinking, and their foolish heads were darkened 22 Claiming
to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal
God for images resembling modal man and birds and animals and
creeping things.
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b. 'He has blinded their eyes" — when people harden their hearts, God in turn,
"blinds" them — keeping them from seeing God's mercy and experiencing God's
compassion. The ultimate human question, of course, is why would God do
that? And, of course, would a believer have to worry about that happening to
him/her?

c. "Isaiah...saw His glory and spoke of Him." — the answer to those worrisome
questions is God is ultimately driven by His desire for all people to come to Him.
Some people choose to take the hard path or learning of God's mercy the hard
way (see the Prodigal Son story in Luke 15). Other people take the easier path
of simply believing as a child believes. A believer does not have to worry about
his/her heart hardening, because they stay in the Word, where the Holy Spirit
consoles and encourages faith to grow.

42 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the
Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the
synagogue; 43 for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory
that comes from God.

a. "many even of the authorities believed" — as John had reported, there were
many who saw through the Pharisees' agenda to deny Jesus. They believed.

b. "but for fear of the Pharisees, they did not confess it" — their fear of losing
stature in their synagogue, and perhaps other forms of persecution, weakened
their desire to make a public stand for Jesus.

c. "for they loved the glory...from man" — loving the glory from man can take two
forms:

a. Not being willing to sacrifice the popularity and status, which came from
being a part of the Jewish religious group; being thought of as a "good
Jew" (or Lutheran?).

b. Not being willing to suffer direct persecution (harm, depravity, loss of
business, etc.) as a result of publicly aligning with Jesus.

i. In today's climate, the racial rage is going after anything, which is
claimed to be "racist," including Christian images. Publicly aligning
with Jesus may have consequences we never dreamed we would
see in America in our lifetimes!

d. Important to Note: John does not claim, that those who feared the loss of glory
or the wrath of the Pharisees, had lost their faith or had rejected Jesus. He is
merely pointing out that faith in Jesus would eventually result in choices of
walking by faith, not by sight! A weak faith, was FAITH, nonetheless!

44 And Jesus cried out and said, "Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but
in him who sent me. 45 And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. 46 1 have
come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in
darkness.

a. "whoever sees Me, sees Him" — belief in Jesus gives the believer a new set of
eyes; a new lens, through which to see God at work, even when others around
them do not (and cannot) see. The ability to "see" God at work is the source of
hope out of despair; and faith out of futility.
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b. "l have come into the world as light" — Jesus proclaims Himself to be "light." In
a dark world, which turns to what it thinks will give it justice, equality, security,
value, and purpose, only the "light" can deliver. Only the "light" can shine in the
darkness!

47 If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did
not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 The one who rejects me and
does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge
him on the last day. 49 For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father
who sent me has himself given me a commandment—what to say and what to
speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I
say as the Father has told me."

a. "hears...and does not keep them, I do not judge him" — the Jewish
authorities were continually "judging" the spiritual worth and worthiness of people
on the basis of their outward obedience to the Law. Jesus contrasts His ministry
of faith-building versus their ministry of condemnation through guilt and shame.

b. "did not come to judge, but to save the world." — Jesus reiterates His mission
was to "save," that is, to earn salvation for sinners — who could not save
themselves.

c. "the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day" — the last day,
Judgment Day, is the moment when hearts will be opened to heaven or to hell.
God will judge on the basis of the Word: Faith or rejection.
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