COMFORT DOG MINISTRY
Fall is here and Triton and his team have a full schedule of bringing the joy of Jesus to those we meet!
Even with a busy calendar, we are still always on the look out for new ways we can serve others, so if
you have an idea or suggestion, please reach out to Carolyn Nussman our Top Dog, or to any of our
team members.

At Prince of Peace School

Greeting shoppers at the mall

Special Birthday appearance

In our church parking lot

SUPPORTING UVALDE-Team Triton returned to Uvalde in September along with
other Comfort Dogs from ours and other states to show support and bring comfort
and encouragement to the community as the students began a new school year.
COMFORT DOG
MINISTRY PARTNERS

Are you:
- A dog lover?
- Recently retired?
- Employed but working flexible hours?
- A people person?
- Active and mobile?
- Interested in spending a couple of
daytime hours per week in a meaningful way?
- Looking for an opportunity to serve on a
flexible schedule?
We would love to talk with you about joining
Messiah’s Comfort Dog Ministry as a Ministry
Partner, assisting Triton and his handlers on
their visits.
Please contact Carolyn Nussman at:
(214) 773-3200
MessiahK9Comfort@gmail.com

COMING UP:
October 14-15-LCC K9 Comfort Dog Ministry
Southwest Region Gathering here at Messiah.
Sunday, October 30-Trunk or Treat-Join Triton
and his
1
team in the church parking lot for fun and fellowship.

For more information about the
Comfort Dog Ministry, contact
our “Top Dog”
Carolyn Nussman, email:
messiahk9comfort@gmail.com
Triton’s Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/
TritonComfortDog
Triton’s Instagram page:
https://www.instagram.com/lcck9triton/

COMFORT DOG MINISTRY
2022
As Summer is coming to an end, Team Triton is looking forward to adding visits to several schools
again. Not to mention, we are ready for some cooler weather too! We are excited to be hosting our Southwest
Regional Gathering and Training in October. This was originally scheduled for this month, but changed to October
so we can deploy back to Uvalde to comfort the students returning to school. We give thanks to God for all of the
opportunities he continues to open up for us!

Brookdale Senior Living

Summer Camp at Messiah

Lifecare Hospital
SEEKING MINISTRY PARTNERS
Are you:
- A dog lover?
- Recently retired?
- Employed but working flexible hours?
- A people person?
- Active and mobile?
- Interested in spending a couple of
daytime hours per week in a meaningful way?
- Looking for an opportunity to serve on a
flexible schedule?

Comfort for family in grief

Home visit

COMING UP:
CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR UVALDE-Team Triton will return to
Uvalde this month to show support and bring comfort and
encouragement to the community as the students begin a new
school year. The tragedy is still fresh in the minds of the residents
of this tight knit community and it will be a wonderful way to share
the light of Christ. We will send 2 different teams the week of
September 5th and the week of September 19th. Please continue
to keep our team and other teams in your prayers as well as those
who continue to mourn the loss of their loved ones.
October 14-15-LCC K9 Comfort Dog Ministry Southwest Region
Gathering here at Messiah.
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We would love to talk with you about joining
Messiah’s Comfort Dog Ministry as a Ministry
Partner, assisting Triton and his handlers on
their visits.
Please contact Carolyn Nussman at:
(214) 773-3200
MessiahK9Comfort@gmail.com

For more information about the
Comfort Dog Ministry, contact
our “Top Dog”
Carolyn Nussman, email:
messiahk9comfort@gmail.com
Triton’s Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/
TritonComfortDog
Triton’s Instagram page:
https://www.instagram.com/lcck9triton/

COMFORT DOG MINISTRY

THE SUMMER IS BUSY, BUSY, BUSY-While it’s vacation time for most, Team Triton keeps on working
because comfort is needed all year round! Following the Uvalde deployment in May, Triton got back to work
making his regular monthly visits to Phoenix House, Appletree Court, Arbor Hills, Life Care, etc. He also
made a few special appearances and the big event was the National Youth Gathering in Houston. To see
more of the many adventures of Triton and his team, visit his Social media pages (see information below).
August is also Triton’s anniversary month. We welcomed him to Messiah on August 26, 2018 in a special ceremony. Time
flies when you are serving the Lord! We are also getting ready to host our
Southwest Region training in September and of course always ready for
whatever opportunities the Lord opens up for us!
2022 Gloria Shields
NSPA Media
Workshop

We just want to
celebrate another
year of serving!

Life Care Rehab
Brookdale Memory Care

Appletree Court

On August 26, 2018, Triton officially
became an LCC K-9 Comfort Dog. We
will not have a meet and greet this year,
but want to take the time to thank
Messiah Lutheran Church for your
wonderful support and praise God for
the privilege to Share His Light!

National Youth Gathering in Houston
2022 VBS @ Messiah

Vickery Meadows School

The Phoenix House is a facility that treats young people between the ages
of 13-18 for drug and alcohol addiction. The visits we make twice a month
involve meeting with small groups of clients that almost always leave us
with a happy heart knowing that bringing Triton for them to love on gives
them something to look forward to and brings calm and comfort. We are
only there for 1 hour, but after the visits we try to ask the groups if we can
pray with them, and they always emphatically answer yes! On one of our
visits following the Uvalde deployment, we expressed our apologies that we
had to cancel our visit since Triton and his team were sent to that
community. We shared that we may have to cancel another appointment
the following week as he may be going back to Uvalde. One of the young
ladies stated that it was okay and that we should go there and help those
people instead of coming to see them because they needed it more. That
really touched my heart! That young lady may be struggling with addiction,
but her thoughts were focused on others in need. It’s moments like that
when I feel so blessed to be a part of this ministry. I praise God for all that
He does through the Comfort Dog ministry! Kathy Mardis
For more information about the Comfort Dog Ministry, contact our “Top Dog”
Carolyn Nussman, email: messiahk9comfort@gmail.com
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Triton’s Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/TritonComfortDog
Triton’s Instagram page: https://www.instagram.com/lcck9triton/

Triton is always all smiles
at Phoenix House

The Adult leaders
need comfort too!

COMFORT DOG MINISTRY
For more information about the Comfort Dog Ministry, contact our “Top Dog”
Carolyn Nussman, email: messiahk9comfort@gmail.com
Triton’s Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/TritonComfortDog
Triton’s Instagram page: https://www.instagram.com/lcck9triton/

UVALDE, TEXAS DEPLOYMENT-The news of a mass shooting at Robb Elementary school in Uvalde, Texas broke on
Tuesday, May 24th. It was later reported that a total of 19 children and 2 teachers were slain, and 17 others were wounded.
By the next morning, Jane Baedke, Marti Matz, and Triton were on their way to join 7 other LCC K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry
teams to bring comfort and support to this grief stricken community. When the call goes out to the Comfort Dog Ministry
teams regarding a crisis, time is of the essence and the quick response is vital to insure those in need do not have to wait
for help. The organization, cooperation, and participation of all of the people involved is nothing short of a miracle and we
certainly want to thank God for the willing servants who offered their time and hearts to share God’s light!
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Testimonies from
Jane Baedke &
Marti Matz:
Isaiah 6:8-"Here am I; send me." A week after finishing handler training, a text came through about the tragedy in
Uvalde and that Triton and 2 handlers would be deployed within 24 hours. As a rookie, I felt in my heart, “Am I
qualified to go?” My gut says go, and I must trust that God will be with me every step of the way, and He was. This
was a very humbling and emotional experience and I will carry the Uvalde community close to my heart for a very
long time. Our land is hurting and in deep need of God's divine healing. The Uvalde community was grateful for our
presence and having the dogs there to give the non-judgmental presence, affection, and attention to bring comfort to
those who have experienced the stress, pain, and temporary separation of their loved ones. Pain is so real, and
people just stood over these dogs and poured out their sadness. The dogs take in sadness and carry it with such
grace and in return give back love. There's something about having the trust and unconditional love of a dog. You
know, dog spelled backwards is God, both give unconditional love. I could talk for an hour about the Crosses for
Losses, but maybe another time, or you can ask me about them!! Thank you so much for your love, support and
prayers for this ministry and Triton. "God of love, mercy and grace; embrace all those whose hearts overflow
with grief and sorrow, filled with unanswered questions and a sense of great loss. Grant them Your Peace
which surpasses all understanding. Hold them close to You through the coming days so that the light of
Your love overwhelms the darkness of these days. Amen." Jane Baedke

“I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.” Philippians 4:13-The prayers of our congregation and
Triton’s Facebook followers were felt while we were there. I am thankful for our members who support this ministry
financially so his mission outreach can continue. Despite the heat, sorrow, and the media frenzy, it was a joy to team up
with Triton and Jane on this deployment. We saw the smiles appear on the faces of those we encountered, and that
was a delight even in the midst of this tragedy. We know that for the briefest amount of time the person is letting go and
in the moment with Him through Triton. Yes, there is no denying the time there was hot and emotionally draining, but it
doesn’t compare to what the families, friends, and community felt. From the beginning of
our mission to bring mercy, compassion, presence, and the proclamation of Christ to a
hurting community, just witnessing the delivering of two truckloads of crosses to the town
square brought such sadness to my heart. Seeing folks from the community jump in to
help carry them brought tears to my eyes as they just wanted to help however they could.
There was added sadness in my heart just days later when it was decided to add an
extra cross for the husband of the teacher. His heart was truly broken and it was a loving
gesture to honor him with a cross placed next to his wife. When I saw the message on
the arm of his cross that one of his daughters penned, “give mom a hug for me,”
brought another wave of personal sorrow for those grieving. One key word to describe
our movements through the week was “flexibility.” Teams on the first wave simply make
the ministry visible to the community that knows nothing about the dogs and crosses
through Lutheran Church Charities. We plow the ground and plant seeds so the second
wave can answer the calls for the comfort the dogs and handlers bring. I personally
learned the value of a “hug.” Often, when I witnessed distress or sorrow on a person’s
face, simply reaching out and giving a hug demonstrated our concern and love for those
struggling. At that point, we said very little and listened a lot. In a community where
everyone seems to know everyone, it has a ripple effect. So many of these “babies” were
involved in team sports, and now a team member is forever missing.
A few of the stories we heard:
• A child wants to return to school to find a safe place to hide in case it was to happen again
• A brother doesn’t understand why his sister hasn’t come home yet
• Stories of survivor’s guilt
• Stories of regret for making a child go to school despite the child not feeling well
• A teacher who must get drugs to sleep because all she hears is the sound of gunshots as she closes her eyes
Again, I am so thankful that God enabled me to drop all things and go when this deployment call came. The saying in
the ministry is “boots and paws on the ground in 24.” We got the request to go at 4 p.m. on Tuesday and by 4 p.m. on
Wednesday we were in Uvalde ready to serve. My prayer is that we will not get another call, but in this fallen world we
know that another call will come. I pray my response will always be, “Here I am Lord, send me.” Marti Matz
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Welcome our 2 new handlers to the
LCC K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry

2022

Jane Baedke and Michele Haugen are officially trained as
handlers for Triton Comfort Dog. They, along with Kathy Mardis,
Jerry Baedke, and Triton traveled in vehicles May 11-18 to the
Lutheran Church Charities headquarters in Northbrook, Illinois for
replacement handler training. They have been serving as Ministry
partners for quite some time in preparation to graduate to
handlers. It was 2 full days of instruction which encompassed
practicing the commands as well as spiritual lessons. Including
Team Triton, 11 other Comfort Dog affiliates were represented
which means this ministry is growing across the nation. Currently,
the LCC K-9 Comfort Dog ministry is
represented in 27 states. God has blessed the
Comfort Dog ministry with wonderful servants
willing to commit their time, energy, and
resources for compassionate ministry, opening
doors for conversation about faith and creating
opportunities to share the Mercy, Compassion,
Presence and Proclamation of Jesus Christ.

HOME VISITS-Triton made
some home visits recently and
brought lots of smiles! Do you
know someone who would like
a visit from Triton? See the
contact information below to
check his availability.

Bev Loughridge

David Loughridge

Mel Johnson

Mel & Stephanie
Johnson

“Making the Best of Every day”
When was the last time you made someone smile or was told that “you just made my day?” Probably not as often as we would like,
but this is a common response we often hear when Triton is serving others in his ministry. As a handler, I get to witness the joy and
experience the peace he shares as he meets and greets those he serves whether at a nursing home, a school, a memorial service
or just in the general public. As we all go through life experiences with it’s joys and sorrows, whether it is a loss of a loved one,
divorce, learning of a life changing illness, or an event of celebration, Triton’s gift of unconditional love reminds us of the
unconditional love and grace Christ gives freely to each and every one of us. How often do we miss the “God” moments that
appear in our everyday lives? If we would just take a moment to pause and listen closely, we realize God’s blessings are in everyday things, every day of our lives. I pray that we all be reminded of God’s blessings each and everyday of our lives and that there
is never an opportunity too small or insignificant to share Christ’s unconditional love!
Blessings on your day, Jerry Baedke

For more information about the Comfort Dog Ministry, contact our “Top Dog”
Carolyn Nussman, email: messiahk9comfort@gmail.com
Triton’s Facebook page:
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https://www.facebook.com/TritonComfortDog
Triton’s Instagram page: https://www.instagram.com/lcck9triton/

COMFORT DOG MINISTRY
WE COMFORT YOU? It’s warm and breezy and we are out
and about enjoying this Spring weather before the 3 digit
temperatures begin. Hope to see you at church or out in the
community!

2022

DEPLOYMENTS are events that Comfort Dog teams attend that are often due to tragic events.
TISHOMINGO, OKLAHOMA-On March 25th, handlers Mary Jo Cuny and Kathy Mardis along with Triton traveled to
Tishomingo, OK and joined Team Miriam and Team Elijah to attend a candle light vigil remembering 6 teenagers from the
community who were tragically killed in a car accident. “Crosses For Losses” were also set up at the vigil for those in
attendance to sign their name along with words of encouragement to be given to the families.

Hearts of Mercy & Compassion (HMC), Crosses
for Losses provides a physical and spiritual symbol
through the giving of hearts and crosses to families
and friends who have suffered a loss or are
experiencing the illness of a loved one. Given as a
gift, each HMC provides the love and hope of Jesus
through presence and prayer.

Comfort Dog Team members posing
with the “Crosses For Losses” for the
families of the 6 accident victims.

JACKSBORO, TEXASHandlers Jerry Baedke and
Marti Matz (April 11th) and
Marti Matz and Carolyn
Nussman (April 19th) along
with Triton traveled to
Jacksboro, TX to bring
comfort to the students and
faculty who continue to
recover from the tornado that
brought so much destruction
to their school and community
on March 21st.
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“Thank you so
much! Words
cannot express
how blessed we
were by your
ministry! My own
two boys talk
about those dogs
everyday.
Blessings to you
all and thank you
for your servant
hearts!”
Principle of
Jacksboro
Elementary
School

SOUTHWEST REGION COMFORT DOG TEAMS GATHER ON APRIL 3-5-It has been 2 years since our
Southwest region Comfort Dog teams have gathered and it was a wonderful experience. We met at the
Pines encampment in Tomball, Texas and enjoyed special speakers, training, and of course
great fellowship! The Southwest region is comprised of a total
of 12 dogs. 9 dogs are in Texas-Abner/Martha-Austin,
Phoebe/Pax-Fort Worth, Gabriel/Joy/Damaris-Houston,
Triton-Plano, Elijah-Wichita Falls, and 3 dogs in
Oklahoma-Miriam-Kingfisher, Persis-Glenpool,
and Rufus-Edmond.

TEAM TRITON TESTIMONIAL
Triton was very taken with David on a recent visit to Appletree Court Assisted
Living. There were other residents in the room to meet him, which he dutifully did
being the wonderful Comfort Dog he is, but he really liked David’s petting the
best. David didn’t speak, but Triton was content to sit with him and enjoy his
gentle petting. The director of the Center snapped this photo and sent it to David’s
wife who was so delighted with it that she decided to come have lunch with David,
though she had other plans for the day. They enjoyed their lunch together, she
wheeled him back to his room, and shortly later David quietly passed away while
she was with him. The Director shared this story with me with tears in her eyes on
our next visit. The Lord had a job for Triton and our Comfort Dog Ministry that
day. What an honor to be the hands and feet of Jesus in this amazing way.
-Submitted by Mary Jo Cuny, Handler
For more information about the Comfort Dog Ministry, contact our “Top Dog”
Carolyn Nussman, email: messiahk9comfort@gmail.com
Triton’s Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/TritonComfortDog
8 page: https://www.instagram.com/lcck9triton/
Triton’s Instagram

COMFORT DOG MINISTRY
TRITON TURNS 5 YEARS OLD! On Sunday, March 13th, Triton’s team held a
birthday celebration (his birthday is actually March 16th) and many of Messiah’s
members stopped by to say hello, pet Triton, and take a picture with him. There
were giveaways and cute and tasty cookies courtesy of Mary Jo Cuny. Several
of you were also kind enough to make a donation to the ministry in honor of
Triton’s 5th year. What a blessing to have such a supportive church!

2022

Martha Smith is also
celebrating a special birthday
in March!
MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR SHARON GRANZOWSharon Granzow served on the Comfort Dog team as
a Ministry partner and prior to her passing
requested that Triton be present at her Memorial
service. Triton and the Comfort Dog team are
available for Memorial services even for someone who
isn’t on our team. If you have questions regarding this,
please contact Carolyn Nussman.

Prince of Peace SchoolTriton is always a big hit with
school children, so it’s always
a treat for him and his team to
make these sweet visits.

NEW VISIT-Triton was invited to the Atria located
in Carrollton. He is a regular at the location here in
Plano and will be making more visits to the
Carrollton facility as well.
For more information about the Comfort Dog Ministry, contact our “Top Dog”
Carolyn Nussman, email: messiahk9comfort@gmail.com
Triton’s Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/TritonComfortDog
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Triton’s Instagram page: https://www.instagram.com/lcck9triton/

APPLETREE
COURT-We have
members who
have resided at
this facility in the
past, so it was a
pleasure to stop
by and greet the
residents and see
what a difference
contact with
Triton makes in
their lives.

COMFORT DOG MINISTRY

On March 16, 2017, an adorable Golden Retriever puppy was born and that sweet
bundle of fur was destined to be a beloved part of the Comfort Dog ministry here at
Messiah. Triton Comfort Dog has been with us since August of 2018, and in that time
frame our ministry has grown and we have experienced many
blessings as we serve the Lord, Lutheran Church Charities K-9
Comfort Dog Ministry and Messiah Lutheran Church in the Metroplex
and beyond! Our team looks forward to many more years sharing the
mercy, compassion, presence and proclamation of Jesus Christ
with Triton and we praise God for the congregation of Messiah
Lutheran’s continued support and encouragement!

Visiting with one of the
Messiah Lambs School
classes during a fun project.

Triton Valentines for
the Phoenix House
residents.

Stopping by to
encourage the MLC Youth with
their Flower fundraiser

ZION LUTHERAN SCHOOL– On February 4th, Triton was
invited to the Zion Lutheran School Chapel and to meet the
students and staff. The students not only received love and
comfort from Triton, but they were also given stickers,
coloring sheets, and other Triton themed handouts. Our
Lutheran schools are important to us and we are privileged to
offer our time and support when we are invited. We were
also honored to receive a donation for our ministry through
their offering collected that day.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TRITON! On
Sunday, March 13th, please stop by
the display table set up next to the
Gift Shop to say hello to Triton and
his team and pick up a special
giveaway to celebrate his birthday on
March 16th.

2022

Valentine’s DayA favorite yearly event at
the Hope Center.

UTD-On February 16th, Triton made a visit to UTD and met
several students and members of a Christian group called
Focus. Our church member Joseph Schinnerer is part of the
Focus group (pictured in the green jacket). We are looking
forward to adding visits to the UTD campus to our monthly
schedule.
A Sad Loss-One of our Ministry
partners; Sharon Granzow went home
to be with the Lord on February 15th.
She had been ill for some time and
unable to serve, but when she was
active she was a true light for the
Lord. She will be missed and we pray
for God’s comfort for those who
cherished her.

For more information about the Comfort Dog Ministry, contact our “Top Dog”
Carolyn Nussman, email: messiahk9comfort@gmail.com
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Triton’s Facebook
page:
https://www.facebook.com/TritonComfortDog
Triton’s Instagram page: https://www.instagram.com/lcck9triton/

